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An account of the 1969 work party
By Nigel Tranter

emote, inaccessible, self-sufficient and utterly
detached, high on the long lonely pass that links Affric
and Kintail is one of the most isolated cottages in the
land - which, for the West Highlands of Scotland is
saying something. I first heard of Camban from our
son, Philip, many years ago. It seemed that it was a
place apt to afford him, not shelter - for the house was
a roofless ruin - but a sort of staging-point, a positive
identity in the vast empty wilderness, on those
enormous walks, which he tended to take across the
challenging roof of Scotland, most frequently alone.
Camban being, as it were, ten miles from anywhere,
and in the midst of notable climbing country - in
approximate proximity to Mam Soul, Carn Eige, Sgurr
nan Ceathreamhnan, Ben Attow, the Five Sisters, and
so on - it seemed to be a place that a long-legged
climber might choose to salute in the by-going; might
link in the mind's eye with a past when these vast,
green, mountain tracts were not so empty as today,
and other voices might be heard in a long day than
bleating sheep and croaking raven; might even elect
to rest here awhile, if for no better reason than that
men had rested here before him...

The full account can be read on the MBA website
www.mountainbothies.org.uk
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Celebrating the completion of the first work party are some of the
volunteers whose hard work helped ensure the tradition of shelter at
Camban might continue. Second from the left is the project leader
Bernard Heath. Liz Innes is sixth from the left.

Camban Bothy was renovated during 1969 in memory of Philip Tranter and Alastair Park. Alastair fell from
Foinaven in 1965. Philip died in a car accident whilst returning from an expedition to Turkey in 1966. The
extensive renovations of 2008 were dedicated to Liz Innes, former secretary of the Corriemulzie club. All work
undertaken on this bothy since 1969 has been by volunteers supporting the Mountain Bothies Association.

Opening ceremony 1/11/69

A shepherd named Paterson appears to have been the
last permanent resident of Camban. Between 1917 and
1920 he moved down the glen to Allt Beithe (now the
youth hostel) and thereafter Camban was shut up. How
long it was before the first bothier arrived is unknown,
but by the 1960s the cottage was well known as a shelter.
Sadly, by that time Camban was in a badly deteriorating
condition.

In 1969 the Mountain Bothies Association (founded 1965
to maintain open shelters) undertook the first renovation
of this bothy, with the help of the Tranter and Park
families. Bernard Heath led the project. The walls were
secured, a new roof built and sheeted and a sleeping loft
installed during the summer and autumn of that year.

In 2008 the MBA again renovated Camban, with Jim Ross
this time leading the workparty. The steel sheeting on
the roof was replaced with pre-coated aluminium, the
ceiling was raised and sleeping platforms built in place
of the loft. This work was done over a number of weeks
and was generously supported by the Innes family.

Thanks to the work of the volunteers who gave their time
and skills, both in 1969 and 2008, and during the
intervening years when need arose, this bothy has
continued to provide free shelter to anyone who needs it.
Lang may its lum reek.
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